
 

 

O n Sunday, June 26, the HM Turner 
Foundation presented the 2022 Sara 
Landess Community Spirit Award to Eli 
Williams. The annual award recognizes 
the personal contributions of Clark Coun-
ty citizens to the well-being of the com-
munity. The award celebrates Eli's count-
less hours of volunteer service as a men-
tor to several area fathers, as an advisor 
and board member of several nonprofit 
organizations, and numerous other com-
munity leadership activities over the dec-
ades. 
  
The annual award is named in honor of 
the late Sara Jane Turner Landess, the 

daughter of Harry Turner. Mr. Turner 
was the founder of the Wallace & Turner 
Insurance Agency, and Cincinnati Insur-
ance Company, now known as Cincinnati 
Financial Corporation. Sara, herself a 
community servant and philanthropist, 
was guided by the credo of John Wesley 
- 

 “Do all the good you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as you ever can, 

In all the places you can”.  
  
In presenting the award, the son of Mrs. 
Landess, Turner Foundation CEO John 
Landess spoke of Reverend Williams's 
achievements as a nonprofit pioneer, and 
as founder and president of Urban Light 
Ministries. According to Nehemiah Execu-
tive Director Amy Willman, 2022 is the 
first time the Sara Landess Community 
Spirit Award has been given to a non-
profit organization leader. 
  
The presentation took place during Ne-
hemiah Foundation's Unity and Hope 
Concert at the annual Summer Arts Fes-
tival in Veterans Park, Springfield, Ohio. 
As he accepted the award, Williams 
thanked his wife Judy White Williams for 
her 38-plus years of a loving partnership. 
  

Congratulations, Pastor Eli! 
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24 FATHERS HONORED  

On Saturday, June 18, 2022, Urban Light presented Good 
Dad Awards to two dozen fathers. Two were posthumously 
honored. The presentation took place during the annual 
Juneteenth | FatherFest community celebration on the Gam-
mon House grounds in Springfield. Nominated by their fami-
lies and friends, each man received a certificate honoring 
them for their outstanding achievements. Watch the presenta-
tion by clicking the following link to the Urban Light Ministries 
YouTube channel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Nfkp8qMIO5E 

The award presentation was funded in part by Ohio Commission on Fatherhood. 

 

 

 

The Good Dad Awards recognizes fathers that meet one or more of the following criteria: 

¶ Demonstrates an outstanding commitment to raising his children 

¶ Is an exemplary father 

¶ Is an inspirational role model who has triumphed over adversity 

¶ Contributes to the development and well-being of children in the community 

¶ Provides significant leadership and inspiration to other fathers 

¶ Nominees may include biological fathers, adoptive fathers, stepfathers, foster fathers, grandfathers and uncles raising 

their grandchildren, and other father figures 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Richard Truett, Lucius Leon Moseley lll, Jeff Rood, 

Said Oladejo-Lawal, Eudes Padilla, Jeff Fourman, 

Don Brammer, Russell Tuggle, Danny Moore, 

Cory Jones, Shawn Carpenter Jr, Jay M. Wey-

gandt, Karlos Marshall, Dorian Hunter, Walter 

Tooson Sr, Brian Masser, Jared D Meadows, Mike 

Baker, Kevin LeValley, Angel Encarnacion, Travis 

Perry, Christopher Brown, Brent Parke, William 

Threatt, Norman Moore Sr, August Blevins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nfkp8qMIO5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nfkp8qMIO5E


 

 

 

In other newsé 

EXCITING NEWS ABOUT FATHERING STRONG PROGRESS 
 

We have made more progress in creating a new community for Christian fathers 
called Fathering Strong to provide enrichment and resources. On Thursday, July 7, 
2022, YouVersion published Pastor Eli's new 7-day devotional The Power of Fa-
ther Love. The YouVersion Bible App is the worldôs largest Christian mobile 
platform, with over 500 million downloads in 1600 languages available on any 
technology platform (mobiles/tablets/PCs) worldwide. All of the translations and 
languages and Bible reading plans are free and easy to use. You can even listen 
to all of it. 
  
This 7-day devotional plan was created to encourage, enthuse, and empower men 
in their roles as fathers. Using the foundation of agape in 1 Corinthians 13:1-
8, The Power of Father Love devotional helps dads apply the characteristics of 
Godôs love in their fathering practices. The series offers dads practical suggestions 
for growth as nurturers and spiritual leaders in their homes, turning their hearts to 
their children. It points them to our new resource-rich Fathering 
Strong website which offers discussion groups, articles, books, devotionals, clas-
ses, and much more. 

 You can search for and subscribe to the free The Power of Father Love plan 
at https://www.bible.com/reading-plans. This 7-day devotional gives dads a solid 
track to run on in their journeys of Fatherhood. For pastors and men's group lead-
ers, it is an excellent tool for bringing men together who all seek to be their best in 
their roles as fathers. Please encourage the men in your church/group/circle to 
subscribe to the devotional. Stronger fathers will result in healthier and safer fami-
lies, for the glory of God. 

SPRINGFIELD DADS DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

We are open to new members who want to join the conversation about father-
ing and manhood. We meet at 7 PM Tuesdays in COhatch in Downtown 
Springfield. Contact Eli Williams by phone or text if you want more information 
and/or want to attend. (937) 408-1050.  If no answer, please leave a voice 
message with your name and contact information. 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZuvJKJByxYSJIJ-2FuGuimfFiz4BcpNEST7ZPFqkmCRhfVCZKm_tOX2cLTHVJrVfLM7Wa-2FWRhwPCtT9DDdpMW98Ka7qrSWGCwDmMRJUw8KVR3d9Zsjwlr6L9Ght74XeKw74dJPKb5OJcNEqAgmWnR-2BFPczGeQMlZOZlvfJSy86Pkc11ZxLjhJ3dRfUHxbWq
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3Zk4Qgk2Btt-2FHcWc-2FOFMuydION5dQwc21U5t-2FSDrtepokUpDC_tOX2cLTHVJrVfLM7Wa-2FWRhwPCtT9DDdpMW98Ka7qrSWGCwDmMRJUw8KVR3d9Zsjwlr6L9Ght74XeKw74dJPKb5OJcNEqAgmWnR-2BFPczGeQMlZOZlvfJSy86Pkc11ZxLjhJ3dRfUH


 

 

P. O. Box 3132               

Springfield, OH 45501 

WAYS TO BE A PARTNER  
 

A. PRAY  -  Intercede regularly for the Lordôs 

protection and guidance for this ministry 

B. VOLUNTEER  -  The harvest is great, but 

workers are few.  We need: menôs disciplers, 

public event workers, administrative, other 

C. DONATE  -  Support the ongoing work of the 

ministry.  Thank you!   

SAVE THE DATE!  

Jeff Wyler Charity Invitational Golf Scramble  

When: Monday, August 22, 2022  

Where: Springfield Country Club 

Proceeds benefit Urban Light's Care It's for Kids Fund. 

EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES are available. 

Contact Eli Williams at  ewilliams@urbanlight.org  

Team and player registrations will open soon, for a limited 

number of players.   

mailto:ewilliams@urbanlight.org

